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>~ MOT LY THUYET VE QUYEN LUC _

~ TRONG LICH SU CUA TOC NGUOGI HRE,
TINH QUANG NGAI (1863-1945)

Andrew Hardy va bao Thé buc da tién hanh nghién ciu dan tdc hgc vé van hda chinh trj caa
ngudi Hré nham tra (0i cau hoi lién quan t6i lich st Trudng Ly 6 Quang Ngai (duge xay dung
nam 1819). Nguoi Hré Rhong cé co cau quyén luc chinh thitc 6 cap trén lang vi thé néu ho goép
phan vao viéc xay dung Trudng Liy vay ho da st dung hé thong chinh tri nao dé dam phan véi

triéu dinh Viét? Ho sit dung hé thong chinh tri nao dé t6 chue viéc xay dung Trudng Liay?

Trong budi trinh bay tdi, dién gia sé trao déi rang trude nam 1945, nhitng ngudi ding dau (tha
linh) cac lang nguGi Hré da van hanh hé thong phic hgp cac moi quan hé chinh tri, xa hoi, theo do
“nhiing cude hop” duge t6 chiie trong nhitng budi lé ton gido dé lap nhiing tha linh trong mang
luGi c6 thir bac. Nhiing moi quan hé thirbac nay dung dé dua mot vai ngusi dan ong vao vi tri cé
anh hudng l6én t6i nhitng trudng lang cta nhiing lang kRhac va vi thé dé hoa nhap, theo nghia chinh
tri, ¢ pham vi [6n vé lanh thd va cuw dan. Theo cach nay, mang WWGi phi chinh thie san sinh ra con
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ABSTRACT  —

of the Lecture: —

§ "\ THEORY OF POWER IN THE HISTORY OF THE HRE
ETHNIC GROUP, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE (1863-1945)

Andrew Hardy and Dao The Duc conducted ethnographic research into the political
culture of the Hré people, to answer a question relating to the history of the Long
Wall of Quang Ngai (built 1819). The Hré have no formal structure of power above

village level, so if they contributed to the wall’s construction, what political system

did they use to negotiate with the Vietnamese court? What political system did they

use to organize the wall’s construction?

In this lecture, they argue that before 1945 Hré village heads operated a complex

system of social and political relations, whereby ‘meetings’ held during religious

ceremony feasts served to establish leaders within hierarchical networks. These
hierarchical relations served to raise certain men to positions of great influence over
other village heads and thus to integrate, in a political sense, large areas of territory
and population. In this way, informal networks produced an elite able to negotjat
with representatives of the Vietnamese state and created a political culture capable
of large-scale organizational achievements.
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Dao The Duc is an anthropologist who
graduated from the University of Washington
(Seattle) with a thesis entitled 'Buddhist
Pilgrimage and the Resurgence of Religious
Practices in Contemporary Vietnam'. His
recent research projects include History and
Heritage of Central Vietnam - the Long Wall
of Quang Ngai; The Role of Culture in
Sustainable Development in Central Highland
Vietnam; and Integration in Southeast Asia:

% Trajectories of Inclusion, Dynamics of

Exclusion.

%

hji

PROF. ANDREW HAR

Andrew Hardy was educated in the UK,
and Australia (PhD, Australian Nati
University, 1999). He is representative
Hanoi centre of the EFEO, where his res -
focuses on Vietnamese migration, ethnie il
relations in Southeast Asia and the history of
Champa and Central Vietnam. With Nguyen TieDmms
Dong (Vietnam Institute of Archaeology) and Dac .
The Duc, he is doing an interdisciplinary research/
project on the Long Wall of Quang Ngai, a 127 km
border built in 1819, designated a national
monument in 2011.
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DR. HO THANH TAM

Dr. Ho Thanh Tam was born in Kon Tum
Province, Central Highland of Vietnam.
He is now a Lecturer of Modern and
Contemporary History of Vietnam,
Faculty of History, VNU-USSH Hanoi.
His research interests include religious
issues, ethnic minorities in Vietnam and
also upland history in Southeast Asia.
Ho's information can be found at:
https://khoalichsu.ussh.vnu.edu.vn/ly-
lich-khoa-hoc-ths-ncs-ho-thanh-tam-
bo-mon-lich-su-viet-nam-can-hien-dai/

Dang Hoai Giang has got his PhD in Cultural Studi
VICAS in 2016. He is currently a lecturer at the F
Vietnamese Studies and Language (VSL), VNU-USS
His research focuses on the change of village spac@
Vietnamese Central Highland after 1975 until present, the e
roles of the world religions (Catholicism and Protestantism)=
in supporting ethnic minorities at the Vietnamese Cent

Highland for adapting to the processes of modernization—"

and globalization, and the engaged ways of Buddhism in
contemporary Vietnam. Besides, he also concerns about the

socio-economic and cultural transformations of the rural
area of the Central Vietnam since Doi Moi (Renovation
1986).




