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ABOUT LOCATION NAMES ON BRICKS
FROM HO - DYNASTY CITADEL (THANH HOA)

PANG HONG SON’, LE THI THU TRANG, NGUYEN VAN LONG*

“I n Spring, January, (the King) sent D6 Tinh - Lai bo (3 7) thiegng thu (&)
(similar to Minister of the Ministrv of the Interior nowadays), concurrently Thdi sir lénh (Taishi
Ling (A\'255) - the Court Astrologer) to investigate the land in the An Tén cave, Thanh
Hoa prefecture, for building a citadel and moats, setting up an ancestor’s temples,
building xd (11) tdc(i<)Altar (for worshipping the Earth God and Agriculture God),
building roads and streets, with the intention to transfer the Imperial city to that area, and
the work was completed in March” (Pai Viét sir ky toan thu: p.28b) (Complete history of
bai Viét). With just a few lines, the old annals tell us of an exploit concerning a place
nominated as a World Cultural Heritage site by UNESCO. Regarding how this
sophisticated construction process was realized, we hope the translation of the Han
characters printed on the bricks illuminates a small corner of the research on the Hd -
dynasty citadel.

The location names printed/engraved on the bricks of the Ho-dynasty citadel have
been published in increasing numbers through ongoing field surveys, from 21 names in
2005 (Dang Hong Son: 2005: 769-685) up to 54 names in 2008 (Dang Hng Son 2011:
443-496) and over 100 names in 2010 (L& Thi Thu Trang et al 2011: 493-496). They
provide valuable data for research into the preparation of the materials for the citadel
construction. Some of the bricks with Han characters were found in excavated trenches,
while the rest were collected from the local people living around the citadel. They share
some following common, technological features:

- The Han characters were printed/engraved when the bricks were still wet.

- Some Han characters were printed/engraved by a rectangular or oval seal, some
others were engraved through use of a stick, and there are some other Han characters that
were both printed by a seal and engraved by a stick. The seal engraving shows raised or
sunken Han characters positioned vertically downwards.

- The printed Han characters are located in two positions: most of them are on the
wide side of the bricks, while some are on the long side, and still others are in both
positions.

" MA. Departement of History - Ha Noi University of Social Sciences and Humanity
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- The Han characters have two contents: most of them convey location names, and
others convey some other meaning.

- In terms of size, the characters range from 3.5cm to 13cm long, 1.5cm to 3.9cm

wide, and the average engraving depth is 0.1cm to 0.3cm; sometimes the Han characters
were printed back to front.

- In terms of dimensions and forms, the bricks can be divided into 2 types: the first
type includes the bricks with Han characters signifying the Vinh Ninh truong, and the other
contains characters signifying other location names.

Type I: Every brick with Han characters signifying the Vinh Ninh truongis 40cm
long, 20cm wide, 5cm-6¢m thick and Skg-6kg .heavy. The seal engraved the brick with
raised Han characters. The brick material is fine clay with a few tiny laterite grains and
white clay veins. The clay was refined but not carefully, so when the brick is broken, it is
possible to see tiny holes inside its body. On both sides of the brick, and sometimes on all
faces, there are traces of cutmarks, presumably from when scissors cut the clay. The firing
temperature was high, so the brick is solid and hard. Its colour is often red or light pink;
there are tiny white veins of clay in some spots. The bricks of this type share the common
features of the Vinh Ninh truong bricks in terms of material, dimensions, as well as the seal
style on the bricks found in many other sites from the Tran period, such as the Bdo An site
(Vii Quéc Hién et al 2002), the Hau Lau site (Nguyén Ngoc Chét 1999), the 18 Hiu Liu
site (Téng Trung Tin (ed.) 2006), the Thién Truong site (N guy&n Qudc Hoi, Nguyén Xuan
Nam 1998), and the Tam Duwong site (Ngd Thé Phong et al 2004), etc.

Type 2 includes bricks with Han characters indicating administrative location
names. They are 45cm - 50cm in length, 23cm - 25cm in width, 7cm - 10cm in thickness,
and 12kg - 16kg in weight. The seal engraving on the bricks resulted in raised or sunken
Han characters. The brick material is fine clay mixed with many tiny or bigger laterite

grains. There are no traces of scissor cutting marks. The firing temperature was high, as the
bricks are very hard, solid, heavy, red or grey.

For over 50 years of research, over 100 names of communes/hamlets have been
identified from engravings on bricks, associated with the building of Imperial cities. These
bricks have been found from the Hd - dynasty citadel, and the engravings include the
location names collected in 1970 (Chu Quang Trar (1976: 65-70).

Table I: Statistics of location names printed, engraved on bricks (source: the Author (Ed.))

Chinese characters ‘ Chinese characters
1. Mg 145 71 145 85 F5 41 5T R
2. A 72 i
3. £#HT 73 R X3
4. | EHTH 74 [B]#
|5, |msra 75 B A3
6. ZEi 76 AN A
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7 Ereit 77 e

% FFER[FL 78 BTG

9. it 79 Rir i

10. | T 35dt 80 x4

1. | wx 81 JREE T 4L
12. | ¥4ri 82 ¥

13. | B4 83 A B4 Ak Brdt
14. | vt 84 =3:00

15. | B4l 85 58 L
16. | #l# 86 (4 eH
17. | A% 87 FEB

18. | kA&t 88 44k

19. | a4t 89 FHE it
20. | A 90 Jo k3

21 | H5 °# 91 HE#iL
22. | FEBEA 92 K

23. | HEH XA 93 Bkt

24, | 5EHR SR 94 X P

25. | RZi 95 B4 &

26. | BB 96 o e

27. | B4t 97 Bt

28. | |\it 98 T ey

29. | X.kd 99 K ikit

30. | Eni 100 P2

31. | $kiRi 101 it

32. | $RRAERG 102 He

33, | feiRikac s 103 =8

34. it 104 s

35. | EEH 105 fmiL

36. | X&EH 106 At o Al
37. | K§1gidt 107 T {Eit

38. | XA 108 Af[#7]3

39. | R 109 DN FRAR IS
40. | KaT# 110 RirBe[dHa
41. | MeH 111 KiTBRREdt
| 42. | Hms# 112 Ak

43. | MR 113 e

4. | Fh 114 ¥ 35

45. | =21 115 P A5
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46. | Bt 116 F 23

47. | $LBEH 117 ]

48. | BRI A R 118 HEARGRAN
49. | RLBLEF 119 T Xir[4E]%
50. | R BE (44 120 T kL IE M
51. | REAkdit 121 TN
52, | it 122 Fok4a."

53. | iA4Bit 123 7 A

54, | irdi 124 XE#

55. |1/ E 125 Kk 3y

56. | A3k 126 Kk Hit

57. | pon 127 Kok A

58. | LP# 128 Kk AR
59. | TP 129 Kk o 3t
60. | FER 130 Kk K B
61. | W 131 A
62. | EF# 132 AgEZit
63. | Z#[&4] 133 Aok &R
64. | F 134 IR

65. | 772277777 135 iskid

66. | ANibetAE 136 $of]

67. | AMRTF 137 Z 8 E R
68. | AARit 138 XS

69. | T 139 ZHR

70. | Bl FAGR

The above-mentioned bricks represent those found by chance, and there are
certainly many more location names to be identified because many more bricks of these
types still remain in private collections in people’s houses, which need further
investigations, collections and statistics.

The similarities of forms, materials and dimensions in the bricks, but with different
location names, enable us to make a preliminary deduction: the bricks used for building the
HO - dynasty citadel might have been collected from many locations in the vicinity. These
locations were assigned some quantity or quota of bricks to produce, using standardized
dimensions. Each location might have hired a kiln for their own or two or more locations
might have shared a kiln to meet their target production quotas. Regardless of the kilns used,
local workers had to engrave/print their location name on their bricks before firing them.

The research into the contents and meanings of the characters printed/engraved on
the bricks used for building the Ho - dynasty citadel holds great significance for the studies
of an ancient Imperial city of the Vietnamese people. However, this work remains difficult
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as many of the bricks from the citadel have been privately kept and used for various
purposes by the local people. Moreover, our consultation of the locations names of this
historical period is certainly restricted.

One way to conduct preliminary research into the location names of the area involves
investigation of the legends circulated among the local people, as well as information from
projects that have studied the location names in Thanh Héa, such as Duw dia chi (#i:5%
)(Nguyén Trii toan tap tin bién: 383-591), Pdt mréc Viét Nam qua cde doi (Vietnamese
country through various dynasties) (Pao Duy Anh 1997), Tén lang xd Thanh Hod (Names of
villages and communes of Thanh Héa) (The department of Studies and Edition of Thanh
Hoéa History 2000), etc. We especially concentrate on the vicinity of Vinh Ldc district to

study and identify the location name of the recovered bricks (Table 2).

Table 2: Comparison of the location names printed/engraved on the bricks with

modern location names (Source: The Author)

h t 5 5
C ara.c erson Locations in the Tran-Ho periods Modern locations
bricks
1. | %£3% T4 The area of An Ton cave, Vinh Ninh | Yén Ton Ha village, Vinh Yén
district, Thanh D6 town commune, Vinh Ldc district,
z . 14
2. | %31t The area of An Ton cave, Vinh Ninh Thanh Hod province
district, Thanh D6 town
3. | kI Vinh Ninh district, Thanh D6 town
4. | kxEHi B6i commune, huyén Vinh Ninh, Thanh
D6 town
5. | ki Diép commune, Vinh Ninh district,
Thanh D6 town
6. | KkFARRE PAu Trai commune, Vinh Ninh district,
Thanh D6 town . R L. )
- Vinh Loc district, Thanh Hoa
7. | kg A it Hoa Lac commune, Vinh Ninh district, province
Thanh D6 town
8. | kgt Thuy Nham commune, Vinh Ninh
district, Thanh D6 town
9. | kg4t TrAn X4 commune, Vinh Ninh district,
Thanh D6 town
10. 7}(%—?&25& Yén Dinh commune, Vinh Ninh district,
Thanh D6 prefect
11.] k%0 &it " Pong commune, Vinh Ninh district, | Vinh  Loc district, Thanh Hod
Thanh D6 town province
12 %2}‘%‘&‘}5&#_ Truong Lang commune, Yén Dinh | Yén BDinh district, Thanh Hod
district, Thanh D6 prefect province'®
13.| 2 5%... Yén Dinh district, Thanh D6 town Yén Dinh district, Thanh Hod
province
| 3] N Kiéu commune, Luong Giang district, | Thi€u Hoéa district, Thanh Hod
Zirtsit A . 16
Thanh D6 town province
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Chara.cters e Locations in the Tran-Hd periods Modern locations
bricks
15.| iz &it Trung commune, Luong Giang district, | Thiéu Hoéa district, Thanh Hoa
Thanh D6 town province
16.| +T#HFA14L Tra Li commune, Cb Lbi district, Thanh | Tho Xuan distrrict, Thanh Hod
Do town province'’
17.| 35 %44t Trin X4 commune, C& Loi district, | Tho Xuan distrrict, Thanh Hod
: Thanh D6 town province
18.| 44 O %t C4 Hodng district, Thanh D6 town Hoang Hoa district, Thanh Hoa
province'®
19.] &7F Hodng Ha commune, Cb Hodng district, | Hodng Hoa district, Thanh Hoa
Thanh D6 town province
20.| &R LiHeH Duong X4 commune, Dong Son | Pong Son district, Thanh Hoa
district, Thanh D6 town province'’
21.| R LB 43 | Lé Nguyén X4 commune, Pong Son | Dong Son district, Thanh Hoa
district, Thanh D6 town province
22| RLBEKE = trang Quang Vién, Doéng Son district,
Thanh D6 town
23, | R.LSRE[E ] Van [X4] commune, Dong Son district,
Thanh D6 town
24, [ A~ARTF K¢ Nua Ha, Nong Céng district, Thanh | Néng Cbng district, Thanh Hoa
b6 town province
25. | AMARAL K¢ Nua commune, Nong Céng district, | Néng Cbng district, Thanh Hoa
Thanh D6 town province®
26. | iz AEIEE Ba [Thua] hamlet, Téng Giang district, | The area share the border with Nga
Thanh D6 town Son and Ha Trung distict, Thanh
: Ho4 province?'
27.| RirER e Trdn X4 commune, huyén Téng Giang, | The area share the border with Nga
Thanh D6 town Son and Ha Trung distict, Thanh
» Hod province
28.| tmix [district] Té Giang, Thanh D6 town The werstern area of Thach Thanh
district, Thanh Hoa province22
29. | B FAAE Thién Déng commune, Khodi 16 - Trin | Of the 5 districts of Khoai Chau,
period An Thi, Kim Pong, Tién Lir and
Phu Clr, Hung Yén province”
30.| 4L{2 8383 B8 A% | Ding village, Quach commune, Tién Lir | Tién L district, Hung - Yén
' district, Khodi 1§ -- Tran period province*
31.| AMB4 ¥4t | Trinh hamlet, Nguyén X4 commune, | Moc Chau district, Son La
Moc chau, Thién Hung prefect province and the northern area of
D4 river, Hoa Binh province®
32.| =% chdu Tam Ddi, I6 Tam DéGi The - junction area of Viét Tri
: including the districts of Phu Ninh,
Phii Tho province; Lép Thach,
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Ch t N N
araF g Locations in the Tran-Ho periods Modern locations
bricks -
Vinh Tuong, Yén Lac, Vinh Phutc
province®
33.| EhTIFEM chau Vi Long, giang (town) Tuyén | Chiém Hoéa district, Tuyén Quang
Quang province27
34. | FHIL[FE])H% Giang [Long] district, [town] Tuyén | Tuyén Quang province
Quang
35 w40 O chdu | || Tuyén Quang town

The initial results are unremarkable and we have only identified 35/139 location
names in the areas of the 8 districts of the Thanh Hod province, such as: Vinh Loc (11
names), Yén Dinh (2 names), Tho Xuan (2 names), Thiéu Héa (2 names), Dong Son (4
names), Hodng Hoa (2 names), Nong Céng (2 names) and the vicinities of the Nga Son
district and the Ha Trung district (2 names). Of all the names, the location names appearing
in highest frequency belong to the modern Vinh Loc district.

Apart from the area of the HO - dynasty citadel, some other bricks were
printed/engraved with other names, such as 2 names of the modern Hung Yén province,
one name of the Moc Chau district area (Son La province) and the northern area of the Da
river (Hoa Binh province); one name of the area around the Viét Tri Junction of the 2
provinces of Phti Tho and Vinh Phuc; one name of the Chiém Héa district, (Tuyén Quang
province) and 2 other names of the Tuyén Quang province (Table 3).

Table 3: Statistics of identified modern location names (source: The Author)

Provinces Districts Quantity
L | Thanh Héa Vinh Loc 11

Ddng Son
Yén Dinh
Tho Xuén
Thi¢u Héa

Hoding Hoa

Nong Céng

Nga Son and Ha Trung
Thach Thanh

Hung Yén Tién Lir

Khodi Chéu

Son La Mbdoc Chau

4. | Pht Tho and Vinh Phic | unidentified

Tuyén Quang Chiém Hoéa

—_— N[NNI N s

—

— ||

—

unidentified 2

Of the 139 names mentioned above, the names of districts account for the most
(71%), followed by the units of precincts and old administrative divisions, etc. Therefore,
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district is the main unit, playing a great role in the brick production for the construction of
the HO dynasty citadel. We have not mentioned some names of communes and precincts
that have not yet been completely analyzed, or that impossible to translate completely
(about 50 other names). The following are the total quantities of various types of
administrative units on the bricks (Table 4).

Table 4: Statistics of various administrative units (source: The Author)

Types of Units Quantity Types of Units Quantity
L. town D 7. | hamlet ' 2
2. school 1 8. village 2
3. giang 1 9. trang 1
4. chdu 6 10. | kiéu 1
ds commune 96 | 11. | phdp 1
6. precint 9 12. | dinh 1

Seals with Hdn characters printed on bricks type 2- meaning production locations.
Artifacts collected from the surveys at the Ho-dynasty Citadel in 2004-2010
(Source: the author’s collection)
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i b BRERH W RFRZH

o AFRLH s g o EER... e fBE
Yén Djny fuyin Traromy Limg vl Vinh Ninh Yén Dink xit Viak Ninks Dong Yen Dinh huy e Yén Lang Déag
xi Truomg Ling buyén Yéa Db (3 Yin Dinb [tuomg] Vish Ninh 3 Dong Jinuomg] Vinh Ninh huyén Yién Db sl Yén Liny Déne

Comments

(1) Of the architectural sites of the Tran — Hd period, the HO - dynasty citadel is the
site possessing the largest quantity of bricks printed/engraved with location names, with
the most abundant types. The collection of the bricks with Han — N6m characters of the Hb
- dynasty citadel have important significance in the building the citadel.

From the location names printed/ engraved on the bricks, we are able to realize that
almost all the bricks used for building the citadel were made by local people, which were
exactly dated to 1397 — 1403. The contribution of the bricks for building the citadel by the
local people is partly referenced in the annals. In 1401, “Han Thuong ordered /¢ (ancient
administrative units) to make bricks for building the citadel. Previously, when the Tay D6
citadel was built, many rocks were transported there and it collapsed soon after that and
then the citadel was built with bricks in the upper part and with rocks in the lower part”
(Dai Viét sir ky toan thur: p.40a — The Complete History of Dai Viét).
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The second group of the bricks is engraved with the Vinh Ninh school name and other
types such as Khodi chdu Thi€n BDong commune; Tién Lit district, Quach commune and Dang
village; Moc chdu, Nguyén Xa commune, Trinh hamlet; Tam Déi precinct and Tuyén Quang
giang, Vi Long chdu. They were made by the local people and used for building the royal
palaces of the Thing Long Imperial City and in 1397 they were transported to build the HO -
dynasty citadel and Ly Cung (Palace).

This is a strategy showing flexible use of materials for the formation of a new
Imperial city in a short time. Apparently, the ability to completeconstruction of the Tay Do
citadel in a short time, as mentioned in the annals, might have been due to the availability
of readily-prepared materials used mainly for building important architectures such as the
stone walls of the citadel, the citadel gates and some other important works in the inner
citadel, etc. The completion of the citadel was basically done in approximately one year,
from the spring 1397 to March 15, 1398, when H6 Quy Ly officially transferred from Ly
Cung to the new citadel and held an inauguration ceremony (Pai Viét st ky toan thu:
p.32b). Further additions continued until 1403, such as:the placement of thormy bamboos
around the citadel in 1399 (Dai Viét sir ky toan thur: p.36a); reconstruction of the Thién Ly
road in 1402 (Dai Viét sir ky toanthie: p.40b); construction of the Nan Jiao Altar at Dén
Son in 1402 (Pai Viét sit ky toan thw: pp.41b-42a); bulding of the DPéng Thai Miéu
(Eastern temple of the ancestors) and Tay Thai Miéu (Western temple of the ancestors) in
1403 (Pai Viét sir ky toan thu: p.43b).

(2) The location names of the bricks serve as an authentic database for the studies
of architectural materials and their production areas in the Trin-Ho period. The bricks with
Vinh Ninh trirong characters found in some of the Tran-period sites demonstrate that this
type of brick had not been popular at least until the Tran period. Before that, the bricks
lacked printed/engraved location names (except the bricks with the characters meaning the
Guangxi Army, which are considered to be made by Guangxi Army, China in the ninth
century. Then, in the Tran period, most of the imperial palaces, citadels, temples and
pagodas all contained more or less bricks with the characters meaning the Vinh Ninh
trirong. These serve as an important evidentiary base showing thatthe Ho Dynasty ordered
the districts in this area to make bricks for building the citadel. As a result, apart from the
bricks printed/engraved with the Vinh Ninh trurong, there are more bricks with the location
names other than the Vinh Ninh school, such as Béi, Diép, Hoa Lac, Pau Trai, Tran X4,
Thity Nham, Yén Dinh and other units also belonging to the Trin-period Vinh Ninh
location. Since then, Vinh Ninh school grew intoa great centre for making bricks in the
Ho-dynasty period, from which over 100 location names of this area appeared on the
bricks. This is a dramatic development of a trend that we temporarily call the Trend of
Vinh Ninh truong.

(3) The boom of the seals with the location names for printing/engraving on bricks
indicated a new step of development of a technical style that existed from the Dinh period
to the pre-Lé time.

The bricks with Han characters from the Pinh-Lé and Ly time mainly include
dates of production closely associated with the national titles, or sometimes associated
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with the dynasties such as Dai Viét quoc quan thanh chuyen (Pai Viét national Army
brick) at Hoa Lu (Téng Trung Tin, Trin Anh Diing 1998; Nguyén Vin Doan, D3 Tran
Cu, Lé Hoai Anh 2010) and 18 Hoang Diéu site (Téng Trung Tin, Bui Minh Tri 2010:
88, plate22); Ly gia dé tam dé Long Thuy Thdi Binh tir nién tao (the third King Ly Long
Thuy Thai Binh, made in the fourth year) at Phat Tich (Viét Nam Institute of
Archaeology 2010), Tuong Long (The museum of Vietnamese History 2003) and 18
Hoang Diéu site (Téng Trung Tin, Bai Minh Tri 2010: 99, plate 35); Ly gia dé tam dé
Chirong Thdanh Gia Khdnh thdt nién tao (The third King of the Ly dynasty Chuong
Théanh Gia Khanh, made in the eighth year) at Phét Tich (kept in the provincial Museum
of Bic Ninh) and Ba T4m pagoda/temple (Nguyén Vin Doan, Nguyén Quang Huy, Lé
Hoai Anh 2006: 97 stamped plate 1); Ly gia dé tir dé Long Phi Nguyén Hoa ngii nién tao
(the fourth King of the Ly dynasty Long Phu Nguyén Hoéa, made in the fifth year) at
Chuong Son (Cao Xuéan Phd 1968) and Long Doi Son (Ngo6 Thé Phong, Nguyén Vin
Doan, L& Vin Chién, Chu Vian Vé 2002: plate 34, stamped plate 19a-b), etc.

However, in the Tran period, apart from the inscription of the dates of the dynasties
such as Hung Long thép nhi nién (Hung Long the twelveth year) at Bdo An pagoda (Ngd
Thé Bach 2005: plate 1-2, stamped plate 1; Nguyen Doén Minh 2005: 344); Hlmg Long thdp
tam nién (Hung Long the thirteenth year) at Pho Minh stupa (Nguyén Quéc Hoi, Nguyén
Xuan Nam (1998: 350-351; HS Tho (1990: 138-139), etc, a large number of bricks
printed/engraved a location name/ kiln name, in which the most famous and richest ones
found from the majority of buildings are bricks of the Vinh Ninh trucng (as mentioned
above). In addition, in the vicinity of Vinh Ninh area, there were many other locations
making bricks that have just been found from the area of the Hd - dynasty citadel, such as An
Ton Thwgng commune, Dong Son district, Lé Nguyén Xd commune and many other
locations. Beside the Vinh Ninh school area, in the Tran period, there were some other kilns
for making bricks, such as Tuyén Quang giang (administrative unit) Vi Long chdu andTuyén
Quang town... at the Ho - dynasty citadel; Dai Ihong do (administrative unit) and Pai Thong
do ong (administrative unit) at Thang Long (D3 Vin Ninh (2008: 119). The inscriptions of
the location names on the bricks, apart from the initial function for statistics of the quantity
for transaction between the central and local authorities, started and developed a new trend in
the handicraft production: products closely associated with brands. The archaeological
data have demonstrated this trend through the appearance of similar cases on the glazed
ceramics from the Tran period such as Thién T ruong and Made in Thién Trieong palace (Bui
Minh Tri, Truong Hitu Nghia, Nguyén Vin Anh 2008: 439-440).

In the early L€ period, apart from the brands closely associated with the location
names such as Thu Vat district C4 Lang village, Thu Vat district Moc Doc village, Thu
Vat district Nhan Kham village, Thu Vat district Tha Am village, Thu Vat district Thu
Vat village, Thu Vét district Thuy Dinh village continued to be printed/engraved on
bricks (D& Van Ninh 2008: 120; Nguy&n Dinh Chién 2008: 391-392; Tang B4 Hoanh,
Ding Dinh Thé, Nguyén Duy Cuong 2000: 476-477; Nguy&n Vin Quang 2004: 642-
643), etc., the main inscriptions were the names of troops of the Tinh Ba Army and Hiru
Army at Lam Kinh (Nguyén Van Doan 2004: 80-112); Trang Phong Army, Duong Vii
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Army va Vi Ky Army at 18 Hoang Diéu (Téng Trung Tin, Bui Minh Tri 2010: 163;
Téng Trung Tin -ed. 2006: 48), etc,. We think that this change was due to the change of
production characteristics, a shift from private kilns to official kilns, as demonstrated by
the characters meaning Truong Lac Treasure and Truong Lac found at 18 Hoang Di¢u
site (The Scientific Association of Vietnamese History 2004: 111, plates b-c), etc, on the
glazed ceramics from the early L€ period.

(4). The Han — Nom characters on the bricks from the H3 dynasty citadel area are
significant for the studies of the locations names of the Tran — Ho time. For example, the
characters =R 42 35 should be translated as Mang Né xd commune turned into precinct.
The characters % ‘=i 4L % 35 should be more logically translated into Cdi precinct Pa
Mang Né commune. If so, we suppose that the TrAn — HO precinct might have been a unit
under a commune. This needs further confirmation from more data.

(5). The Han — Nom characters on the bricks from the H) - dynasty citadel are also
significant for the studies of the seals, calligraphy, and written records from the Trin — Hd
time. For example, the character L in the seals was normally accompanied with a dot on
its right (£).

Notes

1. According to Hoang Vén Lau, Canh Tué Linh (2002a): Vdn khdc Hdan Nom Viét Nam
(Han Nom Inscriptions in Vigt Nam), volume 2, First book, published by the Institute of Literature
— the University of Trung Chinh and the Institute of Han - Nom Studies, Gia Nghia - Ha N¢i, PP.
129-142: on the stele 5277, there was an administrative unit kiéu: Hong 16 Ma Ldng kiéu Y
Lan commune, which might be a unit over the commune level.

2. The character () is added by us to make the meaning clearer.

3. The character [] means unreadable letter.

4. phdp might be an administrative unit in the Tran period.

5. In Nguyén Trdi toan tdp tdn bién, volume 1I: Diw dia chi, translated by Phan Huy Tiép,
edited by Ha Van Tén, published by Literature Publishing House and the Centre for the National
Studies, Ha Noi, 2001, pp. 383-591, phuong is a popular administrative unit belonging to a district,
for example, Vinh Ninh district in the Tran period included a phuong (precinct).

6. Every characterO is unreadable letters.

7. In Nguyén Trdi toan tdp tdn bién, volume II: D dia chi, pp. 383-591: trang is a popular
administrative unit belonging to a district, for example, Péng Son district in the Trin period
includes a trang.

8. Chu Quang Trir (1976): “Thanh nha Hd (Thanh Hoéa)” (Hd-dynasty citadel), Khdo cé
hoc (Archaeology) (20), p. 66, the author did not use Han characters.

9. A village unit might have had to make bricks for building the citadel.

10. In Nguyé~n Trdi toan tdp tdn bién, volume II: Du dia chi, p. 383-591: chdu an
administrative unit , similar to a district.

11. According to Phan Vin Cic, Claudine Salmon (1998): Van khéc Hdn Nom Viét Nam,
(Han Nom Inscriptions in Viét Nam), volume 1, published by Ecole frangaise d'Extréme-Orient and .
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the Institute of Han - Nom Studies, Paris-Ha Noi, p.97: chdu Vi Long now belongs to Chiém Héa
district, Tuyén Quang province.

12. Each sign ... contains two or more unreadable characters.

13. In the Tran dynasty, there were administrative units truong, giang, and huong, further
consultation of Nguyén Dinh Chién (1980): “Bai minh trén chua Binh Ldm (Ha Tuyén) doi Tréan
Anh Tong” (Inscriptions in the Binh Lam pagoda (Ha Tuyén), Trin Anh Téng period, Khdo c6 hoc
(4), pp. 32-45 and Nguyén Dinh

14. According to BDao Duy Anh (1997): Pdt nude Viét Nam qua céc doi (Viét Nam through
the dynasties), p. 152: the Tran-period Vinh Loc district was previously called Vinh Ninh district.
There is now Vinh Loc district in the northern Thanh Hod province on the left bank of the Ma river.

15. According to Dao Duy Anh (1997): Pt nude Viét Nam qua cdc doi, p. 152: Yén Dinh
district existed from the late Tran period.

16. According to Pao Duy Anh (1997): Pdt nuée Viét Nam qua cdc doi, p. 153: Luong
Giang district in the Tran period on both banks of the Luong river (Chu river), equivalent to the
location of Thiéu Héa district, modern Thanh Héa province.

17. According to Pao Duy Anh (1997): Pat nude Viét Nam qua cdc doi, p. 152: C6 Lai
district had been called L6i Duong district before the Trén, like modern Tho Xuén district, in the
northwestern Dong Son district and might include part of Thudng Xuén district land.

According to Nguyén Trdi toan tdp tan bién, volume 11: Du dia chi, p. 548: Loi Duong
district in the Tran period was C& Li district; in the Lé period it was remaned Loi Duong district
of phiui Thidu Thién. It now belongs to Tho Xuén district, the area over Bai Thugng.

18. According to Dao Duy Anh (1997): Pdt nudc Viét Nam qua cde doi, p. 152 Cb Hoang
district existed from the Tran period.

19. According to Dao Duy Anh (1997): Pdt nude Viét Nam qua cdc doi, p. 152: DPong Son
district existed from the Trn period, there is now Dong Son district in northern Thanh Hoa
province.

20. C4 Dinh village (previously called C6 Ninh, or Ké Nua), Nong Céng district, Thanh
Hoa province.

21. According to Dao Duy Anh (1997): Pdt nude Viét Nam qua cdc doi, p. 154: Téng Giang
district in the Tran period was located on the Téng river bank, equivalent to the northern Nga Son
district and the northeastern Ha Trung district, modern Thanh Héa.

22. According to Dao Duy Anh (1997): Pdt nuce Viét Nam qua cdc doi, p. 153: Té Giang
district in the Tran period was located on the Bai river bank (Budi river), equivalent to the western
Thach Thanh district, modernThanh Hoéa.

23. According to Nguyén Trdi toan tdp tdn bién, volume 11: Du dia chi, p. 523.
24. According to Nguyé~n Trdi toan tdp tdn bién, volume I1: Du dia chi, p. 524.
25. According to Nguye:n Trdi toan tdp tan bién, volume 11: Dur dja chi, p. 539.
26. According to Nguyén Trdi toan tdp tan bién, volume I1: Du' dia chi, p. 515.

27. According to Phan Vin Cac, Claudine Salmon (1998): Van khdc Hdn Nom Viét Nam,
volume 1, p. 97.
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28. Dai Viét sir ky toan thu, BKTT, Book.VIII, pp. 31a-31b records: Hanh khién d‘éng tri
Dai tong chinh tw Lwong Nguyén Buu removed bricks, tiles and big woods from Thuy Chuong and
Dai An palaces and ordered chdu Tir Liém and Nam Séch to deliver to a new Imperial City, but
met storm and over half were sunken. Further consulting Pham Nhu HO, Téng Trung Tin (1980):
“Ly Cung (Thanh Héa)”, Khdo c6 hoc (4), p. 46-60 and Téng Trung Tin (1981): “Nhitng hién vét
diéu khic & Ly Cung (Thanh Héa)” (Sculptural artifacts from Ly Cung), Khdo c6 hoc (1), p. 49-63.
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